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Building the Village
OSPREY VILLAGE READIES FOR A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND THE REVOLUTION
IN CARING FOR PEOPLE WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES THAT WILL FOLLOW.

W

hen William Dennington thinks about
the future, he can almost taste the
Dutch soup. “I love cooking, and
Dutch soup is my specialty; it has
potatoes, hamburger meat … oh, it’s great,” the
24-year-old said. Of course, creating his signature
soup will require a kitchen. And that kitchen will
require a house. And Dennington is counting the

days until his is ready—one of the many to be
built at Osprey Village. Until then, the 12-time
Special Olympics gold medalist lives at home and
does what he can to support Osprey Village’s
mission to build specialized housing for adults
with developmental disabilities.
“I’ve been involved with them (Osprey
Village) for a long time, and it’s really great
because they’re building soon. And when
they’re done, I’ll have my own place where I can
cook, go to the park, go for a run…. I’m really
excited,” he said.

J
FUTURE SITE OF OSPREY VILLAGE SPECIALIZED HOUSING
FOR ADULTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.
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Building
the Village
Founded in 2008 and funded by private donations, fundraisers,
grants and proceeds from their thrift stores on Hilton Head Island
and in Okatie, Osprey Village has dedicated itself to enriching the
lives of those with disabilities. Their programming runs the gamut
from job coaching and placement to respite for caregivers and
families, but the establishment of Osprey Village as a functioning
neighborhood will take everything they do to the next level.
“The neighborhood is part of a larger program that we’ve
undertaken to create a lifestyle and champion a new paradigm
when it comes to how adults with developmental disabilities
function in a community and how everyone can thrive,” said
Channing Heiss, director of communications.
Plans currently call for 140 homes of varying size and design at
build out, each representing newfound independence for a resident
with a developmental disability. Beyond centralizing services, this
integrated community at the East Argent development in Hardeeville
allows Osprey Village to provide services in an environment where
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each resident can live to their fullest. Everyone who calls Osprey
Village home will have a choice to live with roommates or live on
their own, part of a mission to truly make each property unique
and customized.
“Ours is not a one-size-fits-all philosophy,” Heiss said. “It’s a personcentered approach where we accommodate individual needs rather
than bringing them into a situation where we tell them how to live.”
It’s been a long road to this point. But the long and arduous
process of securing land for a residential village, obtaining plans
and permits, plus navigating state and national bureaucracy is
nearing its end. And now the capital campaign can begin. Once it
is complete, the tract of land off of 170 will fill with a ready-made
village, designed from the ground up to give true independence
and self-sufficiency to its an underserved part of the population.
“The thing that excites me most is that most people said we
wouldn’t get here,” said Jerome Manuel, Osprey Village executive
director. “We’re this close to groundbreaking, to building this

And even when funding is secured, there will still be a critical
need for help from the local community. A clearer picture
of how much Osprey Village will still need should emerge
sometime in October or November. And once the capital
campaign begins in earnest, it will be up to the Lowcountry
to help establish a home for these deserving residents.

village for folks and their families who have been waiting 10 years
for this opportunity to be put in front of them.”
As far as Osprey Village has come, there is still the sizable effort
now before them of securing the final capital to begin construction.
“We’re eyeballs deep in working with state and national housing trust
funds to get capital support,” said Julie Kuhns, director of operations.
These trust funds established both by the federal government and the
state of South Carolina were designed to create affordable housing.
Securing funding from them is critical to the next step for Osprey
Village, which can be tricky in a pandemic.

“It certainly makes it difficult to do onsite work. Land
development plans, soil surveys, water samples … that can be
challenging when everything’s being done via Zoom,” Kuhns
said. “We’re very fortunate they pushed deadlines back knowing
everyone’s experiencing this.”
And even when funding is secured, there will still be a critical need
for help from the local community. A clearer picture of how much Osprey
Village will still need should emerge sometime in October or November.
And once the capital campaign begins in earnest, it will be up to the
Lowcountry to help establish a home for these deserving residents.
“We know it’s an enormous undertaking, but we know we
can do it,” Heiss said. “This is something that has gotten a lot
of support from the community…. It’s no longer if it’s going to
happen, it’s when it’s going to happen.”
And when it does happen, Osprey Village will not only provide
a safe and supportive environment for those with developmental
disabilities; it will serve as a model for others to follow. “This is
a nationwide opportunity to have some kind of community for
those with special needs—one that accepts them, protects them
and makes them part of it,” Manuel said.
And it will give people like William Dennington a place to call
their own, a chance to live independently and maybe invite a few
friends over for delicious Dutch soup. 
For more information, visit ospreyvillage.org.
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